[Structural basis of the spleen in rats].
The basic function of the spleen in the rat, similarly as in man, is to cleanse the blood of damaged old particles of the body itself, but also of foreign particles. To fulfill this function, the spleen is equipped with the white and red pulp with a specific structure of blood circulation. In an open system of circulation, blood from the arterial terminals opens into the cords of the red pulp, where it is adequately processed. From the cords the blood gets through the walls of sinuses, acting as the last filtration barrier, into the lumen of sinuses and then into the venous circulation. Unlike the human spleen, this organ in the rat has a marked marginal sinus and channel systems bridging the marginal zone. The channels mediate the circulation of lymphocytes between the red white pulp.